
 

 

Family Newsletter- Friday 12th July 



Diary Dates  

 

 

• Friday 19th July ShoreFest (Summer Fete) 

• Wed 17th College Show 

• Mon 22nd Leavers Afternoon 

• Tues 23rd  Students leave at 1.30 pm, Summer Holidays Begin 

• Wed 4th Sept Back to school 



SPLASH NEWS 

 

We are once again having our summer fayre (Shorefest) during school time on Friday 19th July 10 - 2  

We are also hoping for donations of bottles for our bottle tombola  

We would welcome any new unwanted gifts for our raffle, please send them in with your student clearly 

marked, thanking you in anticipation. 

If you know of any local businesses who may like to donate to the fete, we have letters printed for you to 

give out, please request one or more  in your home school book . 

Are there any cake makers that would like to bake for Shorefest?  

All much appreciated. 

 



 

School Menu- Week 1 

 

School beach hut 

The beach hut is available to hire for parents and children of Shorefields School - if you would like to 

book it in the summer holidays or at a weekend. 

The current rates are: 

3 days use  - £40 donation to Edith Elms Trust  

1 day use  - £15 donation to Edith Elms Trust 

If parents would like to make a booking please contact the school office. 

DJ Lessons from September 2024 

Good Afternoon, 



My name is Emma and I am the Inclusion Lead Officer here at Essex Music Service.Last Thursday saw the 

phenomenal 'Invincible Games' at Basildon Sporting Village. It was an amazing day and from what I saw, 

everybody had a brilliant time! Essex Music Service were lucky enough to be a part of the event and we 

had some very talented young people come and show off their DJ skills on the decks with DJ Kingsley 

giving them some valuable tips along the way. Learning to DJ is incredibly inclusive and is accessible to 

EVERYBODY! So, if you want to channel your inner Fat Boy Slim or David Guetta, why not join us in 

September for our new DJ collectives! Simply register your interest here and we will be in touch with all 

the details of what's on offer soon. 

If you have any questions or queries, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Kind Regards 

Emma Stoffer (she/her) - Inclusion Lead OfficerEssex Music ServiceLead partner in Essex Music 

Education HubEssex County CouncilE2, County Hall            ChelmsfordEssex CM1 1QH 

T:   0333 013 8953 (General Office)E:  musichub@essex.gov.uk W: www.essexmusichub.org.uk 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL8zYeSR8165Ouo2W5W

d1la1URVhMOFpNU0tWNzAzMk1FWUwwMDRZQ0dKNS4u  

National charity-Family Fund 

National charity Family Fund launched a new 'Discover more support' search tool on their website. It can 

help you more easily find services best suited to you and your family. 

  

Featuring topics like money and benefits, mental health and wellbeing, education and learning and 

disability, you can now browse through 130 trusted organisations listed on the new search tool – to find 

available support services in your local area, or nationally. 

  

To use the tool and find out more, head to Family Fund's website. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL8zYeSR8165Ouo2W5Wd1la1URVhMOFpNU0tWNzAzMk1FWUwwMDRZQ0dKNS4u
mailto:musichub@essex.gov.uk
http://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL8zYeSR8165Ouo2W5Wd1la1URVhMOFpNU0tWNzAzMk1FWUwwMDRZQ0dKNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL8zYeSR8165Ouo2W5Wd1la1URVhMOFpNU0tWNzAzMk1FWUwwMDRZQ0dKNS4u
https://r.mailings.familyfund.org.uk/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwFSMtQI69vKSfj9PZGG2g/1_Sx148xlVX_


FREE Courses with ACL Community & Family Learning -  June & July 2024 
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8087&ID3=1 [5] 
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https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL2C75Y23&NAME=Raising+Boys&ID1=9000&ID2=288091&ID3=1 
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https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL2C75Y23&NAME=Raising+Boys&ID1=9000&ID2=288091&ID3=1 

[9] 
https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=AFL4A76Y23&NAME=Setting+Family+Boundaries&ID1=9000&ID2=2

88104&ID3=1 [10] 
https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=AFL4A76Y23&NAME=Setting+Family+Boundaries&ID1=9000&ID2=2

88104&ID3=1 [11] 
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https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL3A70Y23&NAME=Understanding+Children's+Anxieties&ID1=90

00&ID2=287967&ID3=1 [15] 
https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL3A70Y23&NAME=Understanding+Children's+Anxieties&ID1=90

00&ID2=287967&ID3=1  
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https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=AFL5B72Y23&NAME=Wellbeing+Activities+For+Parents&ID1=9000&
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https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL2C74Y23&NAME=Zones+Of+Regulation&ID1=9000&ID2=28808

9&ID3=1 [4] 
https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL2C74Y23&NAME=Zones+Of+Regulation&ID1=9000&ID2=28808

9&ID3=1 [5] 
https://courses.aclessex.com/CourseDetailsView.asp?CODE=DOL2A72Y23&NAME=SEN+Support+For+Parents+%26+Carers&ID1=

9000&ID2=290337&ID3=1 [6] 
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9000&ID2=290337&ID3=1 [8] 
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Ordering uniforms for the new school term 

 

Good News Friday 

 

Sunshine 3 class  - the class have had some lovely community trips and engaged well in great transition 

work. 



Beach 3 class  - One pupil said "go" very clearly to an adult and repeated this later.  Another pupil who is 

moving school had a fantastic transition visit with their new school. 

Beach 1 class  - One student has had great toilet success this week, by signing "toilet" when they needed 

to go. 

Pier 4 class  - Music therapy session was enjoyed by one of the pupils in particular, who managed to 

engage for the whole time.  Another pupil had a lovely transition visit with their new class. 

PE  - The new bikes continue to be a resounding success with the students.  One student has engaged 

really well this week and has enjoyed using a bike and then returning it to the garage as well. 

Beach 5 class  - Brilliant whole class trip to Pizza Hut to say goodbye and good luck to a pupil who is 

leaving. 

Beach 2 class  - A student said a very clear "no" when something was happening that they didn't like. 

Sunshine 4 class  - The whole class has enjoyed a relaxed and happy week of art and sensory play. 

Sunshine 5 class  - A fantastic trip to St Osyth Priory, the students did some fishing and one student even 

caught a carp ! 

Pier 5 class  - A lovely trip to the beach hut was enjoyed by all.  A very kind member of the public bought 

ice-creams for the pupils and staff. 

Sunshine 7 class  - Final music session this week with Essex Music Services.  The whole group can now 

play "The Little Birds" on the ukulele. 

Sunshine 6 class - A wonderful project completed this week, building lovely bird houses by following the 

instructions and decorating them too. 

Sunshine 8 class  - A community visit with Suffolk Heritage and Coastal Trust, to Mistley and Manningtree, 

to work on an art project.  Lots of drawing and a visit to the cafe. 

Pier 3 class  - One student absolutely loves using the bikes.  The whole class loved the last music session 

with music therapy before the summer holidays. 

Pier 2 class   - Brilliant communication skills from one of the pupils, combining words and gestures. 

Pier 1 class  - Lots of lovely art work to make crocodiles. Plus lovely vocalisations from one student during 

the music therapy session. 



Congratulations to our pupils and staff who collected their Jack Petchey awards at the West Cliff Theatre 

on Monday evening. 

 

 

 



 

Please remember - our school is a smoking and vaping free site.  Please 

ensure that you do not smoke or vape on the school premises or 

grounds.  Thank you. 

Essex Local Offer 

Are you signed up to the Essex Local Offer Newsletter? The newsletter is for Essex families who have 

children with Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND). The monthly newsletter brings together 

relevant information and news, including: 

• education 

• health 

• social care 

• parent and carer support 

• activities and things to do 

• events that are taking place across Essex 

Visit the Local Offer website to sign up now: Stay up to date with the Essex Local Offer newsletter | 

Essex Local Offer 

https://send.essex.gov.uk/contacts/stay-date-essex-local-offer-newsletter
https://send.essex.gov.uk/contacts/stay-date-essex-local-offer-newsletter


Upcoming Events  

 



 

 



 

Summer reading challenge 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Your child is invited to sign up for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Sign up for FREE at your local 

library! 

What is the Summer Reading Challenge? 

The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the school summer holidays 

– and to enjoy reading anything they like! Children aged 4-11 are invited to set a reading goal and collect 

rewards for their reading. It’s completely FREE to take part. 

It is an amazing way to boost children’s confidence – last year 72% of children taking part felt more 

confident reading.1 

Why should my child sign up? 

• They will be better prepared to return to school in the autumn. 

• The Challenge supports the move into a new year group. 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in


• Becoming more independent in their reading boosts children’s confidence and self-esteem. 

• The library provides free access to books and fun family activities all through the summer. 

• Library staff are on hand to offer support and book recommendations. 

Your child will be part of a UK-wide programme developed by The Reading Agency and delivered in 

partnership with the public library network. 

How can my child take part? (Library OR online) 

In the library. Visit your local library and sign up. Your child will: 

• Set a reading goal for the summer and borrow and read any books, eBooks and audiobooks. 

• Receive a Challenge poster and collect special stickers and rewards for reading. 

OR 

If you can’t get to the library, take part in the Online challenge at: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

• Sign up on the official Challenge website. 

• Set a reading goal and get book recommendations and tips. 

• Unlock digital badges and online rewards, including a printable certificate. 

When? 

Throughout the summer holidays from 20 July to 7 September. Unsure where your closest library is? Use 

the Essex Library Service website to check. 

Head to your local library this summer and sign up! If you have any questions, please ask staff in the 

library. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Best wishes 

Essex Library Service 

Want to know more? 

• Find out more about the importance of reading and its impact on children’s success here. 

• Visit the official Summer Reading Challenge website for free activities, videos, book 

recommendations and more. 

• Keep up-to-date! Follow @EssexLibraries on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

https://readingagency.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/our-library-locations-and-opening-times
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/our-library-locations-and-opening-times
https://readingagency.org.uk/news-and-stories/?category_name=research&programme=summer-reading-challenge
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/EssexLibraries/
http://www.twitter.com/essexlibraries
http://www.instagram.com/essexlibraries/


What do families think? 

“I never liked reading before because of this challenge I got the courage to read more books and I have 

more interest in books. This has been the greatest experience ever in my life to read more books than 

before thanks.” 

Girl, aged 12+ 

 

“The challenge encouraged my child to read more often, and in turn encouraged myself as well.” 

Parent/carer of 6-7 year-old boy 

 

“Enabled us to have some fun cheap days out and reading together has brought us closer than before.” 

Parent/carer of 8-9 year-old girl 

 

“We’ve joined the reading challenge for the past 4 years and every year it has inspired and encouraged a 

deeper joy for reading. For a young dyslexic boy the challenge helps make reading fun.” 

Parent/carer of 6-7 year-old boy 

 

“My child lacks confidence. Going to the library and meeting the friendly staff has definitely made him 

more confident in himself and encouraged him to read more being able to pick his own books to read 

from their huge collection.” 

Parent/carer of 10-11 year-old boy 

ARK XTRA CLUB! 

�The Ark Centre � 

36 Main Road � Harwich � Essex � CO12 3LU 

� 01255 502063 

 

Ark Xtra! Is our exciting holiday club for children with SEN needs ages 2-8 years! 

Our group is run by a qualified team of Early Years Practitioners. 

We offer a safe and exciting group for any child who has an additional need. 

(Please note this does not need to be a formal diagnosis, any child who requires additional support at 

home or nursery/school is welcome to join us) 



 

For example, we offer places to children who have 

• Language and communication needs. 

• Medical needs 

• Mobility needs 

• Behavioural needs 

• Emotional wellbeing needs 

• Autism 

• ADHD 

• Down syndrome 

• Food and eating disorders 

• And much more 

Our day runs 9.30-2.30pm and is £25 per child. 

Morning snack and drinks throughout the day will be provided. 

Children will need to bring their own packed lunch. 

Numbers are limited per session due to staff: child ratios. 

Please note Registration forms will need to be completed prior to first session and care plans if necessary. 

Some medical needs may require staff training before attending, 

Booking is open for 

• Saturday June 29th 

• Tuesday July 23rd 

• Tuesday July 30th 

• Tuesday August 6th 

and can be done via email to 

nursery@thearkcentregroup.co.uk 



 

InterAct Activities 

 

 



 

 

Our Designated Safeguarding Team  
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